ESTD. 1977 n ’,f www.gephartelectric.com

ELECTRIC

RUSSIA’S GRIZZLY COAST
APPLE VALLEY, MINNESOTA

B A R ————

SERVICE:
DESIGN/ASSIST

BUDGET:
$1,350,000

HIGHLIGHTS:

Installations in custom-engineered
landscape and geological features

Exhibit received top honors from the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA)

The Minnesota Zoo's Largest Initiative Since Opening in 1978

THE PROJECT

Gephart Electric provided design/assist services for the construction of the Minnesota Zoo's $24 million exhibit, Russia’s Grizzly Coast.

OUR PLANNING
With the deadline set to coincide with the Minnesota Zoo's 30th anniversary, Russia’s Grizzly Coast was the zoo's largest exhibit initiative
since opening in 1978, as well as the first major exhibit ever developed to feature the animals and wilderness of the Russian Far East.

Needless to say, there was a lot riding on the exhibit’s successful completion.

We spent many hours reviewing plans and designs with the owner, engineer, and architect during the preplanning and coordination phases
to help the client finalize the electrical and communications systems. Since the expansive exhibit consisted of unique, custom-engineered
landscape and geological features including a lava tube, sea cave, geysers, and bubbling mud-pots, planning presented challenges unlike

anything encountered in traditional projects.

As with many of our projects, we needed to minimize disruptions to existing operations. This included minimizing disturbances to the zoo’s

patrons and inhabitants, while completing the challenging task of relocating the zoo’s main phone line coming into the facility.



